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the grandsons of Ghengiz, Mangon and Kublai Khan.
Between 1227 and 1295 they conquered all China, and
reduced to varying degrees of obedience Corea, Tonkin,
Cochin-China, Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, and in vain
attempted the conquest of Japan. Holakou, the brother
of Kublai, conquered Persia, and expelled the Assassains
from their fastnesses near Kazveen, and deposed Mos-
tasem, the last of the Caliphs of Bagdad, in 1258, and
the victorious Mongols plundered Aleppo and Damascus,
and had subverted Egypt too, but for the fact that the
softer inhabitants of the Nile valley were defended by
the hardy Mamluks. The last of the Seljukian Sultans
of Iconium disappeared before their conquering hordes.
Batou, the nephew of Octai, traversed the plains of Kip-
chak with a great army, destroyed Moscow and Kieff,
and settled permanently in Russia, whence his troops
overwhelmed Cracow, and defeated the Dukes of Silesia
and the Polish princes at Legnitz, and invaded Hungary.
The King Bela in vain endeavoured to oppose the in-
vaders, and all north of the Danube was prostrate be-
fore the Mongols, who retired northwards in 1245, after
wasting Servia, Bosnia, and Bulgaria. The brother of
Batou entered Siberia, and his descendants reigned in
that country for three centuries, till the Russian con-
quest.
The great Khan Kublai held his court at Pekin,
whence 150 years later his dynasty was expelled by the
Chinese, after the conquerors had, however, become for
the most part merged among the Chinese. The con-
quered parts of Russia, Kipchak, Transoxiana, and Persia
became independent of the great Khan, and under their
respective kings adopted the religion of Islam, and ceased
to have any communication with the Mughals proper.
Meanwhile, of the Turkoman hordes which had fought
under the Sultan of Kliarizm, who returned after his defeat